[M:1 A] 


[G] In the view of R. Meir they may draw water from it for a crop that 
will not perish [if not watered on the intermediate days of the 
festival], and they may draw water from it even if it is much work. 


[H] In the view of rabbis, they may draw water from it only for a crop 
that otherwise will perish, and that is on condition that it is not 
much work. 


[I] In the case of a crop that will perish, but in which much labor is 
involved for drawing water, what is the law in the view of 
rabbis? 


[J] Let us derive the answer from the following: 


[K] Any field that progressively dries up — this falls into the 
category of an irrigated field [which may be watered on the 
intermediate days of a festival]. 


[L] If the field stopped deteriorating, this field is in the category of 
a field that depends upon the rain, subject to the dispute of R. 
Meir and sages. [So the principal consideration, in answer to I, 
is the loss of the crop in the field rather than the amount of 
labor involved. ] 


[M] How long does the deterioration of the field go on for it to 
be considered an irrigated field? For two [or] three days 
prior to the festival. 


[N] Let us consider the following case: 


[O] A field belonging to associates deteriorated for lack of 
water for three days before the festival, and the water flow 
came back on the festival. The case came before R. Huna 
[for a decision on whether it was permitted to water the 
field on the festival]. He ruled, “For those fields that had 
deteriorated, they may draw water. For those fields that 
had not deteriorated, they may not draw water.” 


[P] R. Jonah and R. Yosé gave a decision in the case of a 
shaded field, planted in barley, that they might have the 
crop cut so that it would not sprout and go to ruin. 


[whether from a spring that first flows at that time, or from a 
spring that does not first flow at that time. But they do not water 
[an irrigated field] with collected rain water, or water from a 
swape well.:] It is not difficult to understand why they may not water 


